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MEET THE MAKER

child’s play

Stitched stuffies and tiny wooly companions for the whimsically-inclined.

WORDS BY REBECCA TREON

PORT TOWNSEND, WASHINGTON is the sleepy seaside village that lends inspiration to Alison Kaplan, 

the creator of Kata Golda. Kaplan’s line of felt handicrafts is inspired by her daily walks on the coast, 

taking in the vista of snow-capped mountains, and strolling through her town’s tidy streets.

 It all started more than fifteen years ago, when Kaplan began to get requests for stitched felt 

toys and felt-covered books like the ones she made for her young daughter; soon, Kata Golda grew 

into a full-fledged stitchery operation. Using wool felt and organic, hand-dyed fabric, Kaplan creates 

charming and utterly beguiling animals, making them into finger puppets, stuffed toys, ornaments, 

and more. She’s expanded the line to include totes, zipper pouches, covered journals and albums, 

and ceramics. For the craft-inclined, she even offers online stitching classes and DIY project kits.

 “I love that my business allows me to have a certain flexibility to my schedule, so I can create 

balance with the things I love, like being in nature, gardening, and cooking, while also letting new 

ideas take shape and embracing my creative side,” says Kaplan.

 Kata Golda is not only a labor of love for Kaplan, but a way of life. Her mother owned a knit-

ting and needlepoint shop and Kaplan grew up among stitching and handicrafts. “There were always 

groups of women around the shop, knitting and stitching and talking, and it just seemed to me like 

the way things should be,” she says. In fact, Kata Golda is comprised of the first names of her two 

great-grandmothers, paying homage to a family tradition of old-school handicrafts.

 Now, she enjoys working with her part-time and seasonal help, but she also enjoys having quiet 

days alone, where she can sit down with a pile of work and turn out a number of projects in a day’s 

time. “I love the creative process,” she says. “But it takes a lot of time to get it right.”

 Kaplan is involved in several side projects, both collaborative and solo, including letterpress 

printing, hand-thrown pottery, hand-dyed non-synthetic textiles, and bookbinding. And though  

Kata Golda’s creations are child’s play, Kaplan takes a serious stance on sustainability: she recycles 

every single scrap of fabric and materials that she uses, making Kata Golda zero-waste.

 While Kata Golda has built quite a following, Kaplan says she’s content being a (mostly)  

one-woman show. “I don’t have any intentions of getting bigger,” she says. “I don’t want to create 

a mass-produced item, I want to create something that has my hand on it and allows me to have a 

business but also a balance in my life.” katagolda.com.
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