MEET THE MAKER

WEND STUDIOS
Once the material of outdated caned patio furniture and papasan chairs, rattan has been reinvented
for a new generation, appealing to the aesthetic of today’s contemporary homes.
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GENEVIEVE BANDROWSKI AND MICHELLE PLANTE, the duo behind the Oakland, California-based
Wend Studio, met when they were commissioned to design a chair for a French hotel. They made
rattan their material of choice because it served not only as a wonderful medium for their streamlined pieces, but also met their standard of using sustainable materials.
The company takes its name from the idea of choosing a path—typically not the fastest one—
and following that path, something that reinforces their ethos of slowing down and making conscious
choices about materials and labor.
Similarly, rattan grows as a vine (though quite quickly, in botanical terms) winding and climbing
up through trees in search of sunlight. The rattan used by Wend comes from the Indonesian islands
of Borneo and Sulawesi, where forests are in constant peril from illegal logging and agricultural land
clearing. Rattan can’t survive without trees to climb, and while Wend is doing its part to reverse the
deforestation cycle by supporting a traditional and quickly-regenerating resource, it’s also going one
step further by employing a local Javanese family of rattan weavers.
“The people living on these islands have been harvesting rattan for centuries, and it’s part of
their traditional culture,” say Bandrowski and Plante. “It’s a product that not only creates no damage
to the forest, but actually helps in its preservation.”
To find just the right artisans to work with, Plante flew to Indonesia with a handful of chair
designs. They found it with Yani, who runs her small weaving studio with her husband, Herman. They
share equal responsibility in the business, a fairly uncommon scenario in Indonesia.
“Many of the weavers themselves are women. They’re able to bring the pieces to their homes
and work while caring for their families, giving them an income and ultimately a sense of independence. We’ve personally met and worked alongside every person that has contributed to the creation
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of each Wend chair, which has been very important to Michelle and I,” says Bandrowski.
Each chair takes several days to weave. “The owner of each piece can have a feeling of pride
knowing they’re contributing to an industry that employs a community of weavers making a good
income, and sustains the land the community lives in. If the work we do can contribute even in a very
small way to giving a community a means of income that does not come at the cost of the forest,
we will feel privileged to have played a part,” says Plante. wend-studio.com.
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